
   
TOWN OF INDEPENDENCE 

Board of Zoning Appeals Public Hearing 
To Consider a Variance Request for Appalachian Power 

Tuesday June 6, 2024; 6:00pm 
Independence Fire Department 329 Davis Street 

 INDEPENDENCE, VA 24348 
 
Members Present: Joe Reeves, Chairman, David Kirk, Vice Chairman, and Tiffany Adams. 
 
Members Absent: Doris Halsey. 
 
Town Staff Present: Laura Ratcliffe, Zoning Administrator, Kim Farmer, Town Clerk, Matthew 
Adams, Police Chief, and Jonathan Mullins, Police Department. 
 
Citizens & Guests: William Halsey, Shannon Watkins, Colby Taylor, Doug Cox, Carolyn 
Trenkamp, James Meier, George Porter, Glenn Edwards, Michael Cook, Sherry Cook, Mark 
Miller, Shannon Miller, Mary Ann Hampton, Harold Cox, Jennifer Snow, Gwyn Cornette, Joan 
Collins, Michael Kirk, Jason Cassell, Mack Cassell, Kit Marshall, Billy Shaffner, Gary 
Trenkamp, Deassa Parsons, Joyce Rouse, Scott Kennedy, Matthew Pritts, Jane Pritts, Marci Hart, 
and Elaine Holeton. 
 
Call to Order: 
 
Chairman Joe Reeves called the public hearing to order this 6th day of June 2024 and declared a 
quorum present. Chairman Joe Reeves stated that the hearing was to discuss a variance request 
from American Electric Power. Chairman Reeves stated that the proposed variance request is for 
a height variance for four transmission line structures. The structures will be up to 80 feet in 
height.    
 
Chairman Joe Reeves turned the public hearing over to Matthew Pritts with Appalachian Power 
Company. Mr. Pritts gave a power point presentation. Mr. Pritts stated that the Town and 
Grayson County are served by one transmission line which was built in 1950. The project to 
upgrade the substation in the Town has been in the works for 10 years. The 4 structures for the 
variance will be up to 80 feet in height. The current code for the Town only allows for 35 foot in 
rural residential areas and 50 foot in conservation areas.  
 
Chairman Joe Reeves ask for any public comments regarding the power point presentation from 
AEP.  
 



Elaine Holeton, 809 N Independence Avenue, read a letter to the board. Ms. Holeton asked the 
board to vote no to the variance application by AEP.  
 
Marci Hart, 95 Poole Place, had concerns regarding how the process of a zoning request was 
handled and wanted citizens to be safe and have a voice for their concerns. 
 
Kit Marshall, 116 West Main Street, asked about putting shorter towers with support under the 
lines.  
 
Non-Town residents voiced their opposition of the variance as well.  
 
Chairman Joe Reeves asked the board they had any more questions, concerns for Appalachian 
Power and if they were ready to make a motion for the variance. The board wants to get more 
information regarding the variance request and come back to make a decision on the request.  
 
Ms. Elaine Holeton asked for all the affected property owners to be notified when the next 
meeting will be held. Chairman Reeves stated they would.   
 
Chairman Joe Reeves adjourned public hearing.  


